
Post Communion Prayer 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give 

you thanks for sustaining us with the body and 

blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven 

us to be his body in the world, that more and 

more we will give you praise and serve your 

earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Benediction 
Let us go forth to celebrate and strengthen our 

inescapable network of mutuality, and become 

the radiant hope needed in the world. As we go 

forth in this mutuality, may we experience our 

God rejoicing over us and with us. Let us go 

forth confident that unarmed truth and  

unconditional love will have the final word. 

Amen.  

Recessional Hymn 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Work for justice. Affirm the dignity 

of all people. Partner with God to create the  

Beloved Community. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Prelude/Invocation/Call to Worship 
We begin our service in the name of our Triune 

God, † the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who has 

made us to be One Body with many members. 

United and uniting. This is our calling. 
 

God calls us to share our diverse gifts activated 

by the one and same Spirit. 

United and uniting. This is our calling. 
 

God longs for us to be united in love and to  

manifest the Spirit in our different ways. 

United and uniting. This is our calling. 
 

We gather now to offer praise and worship to our  

Holy God, who challenges us and calls us to  

create the Beloved Community. 
 

Opening Prayer 
O God, all people are your Beloved, across races,  

nationalities, religions, and all the other ways we 

are distinctive from one another. We are all  

manifestations of your image. We bound together 

in an inescapable network of mutuality and tied to 

a single garment of destiny. You call us into your 

unending work of justice, peace, and love. Let us 

delight in our diversity that offers glimpses of the 

mosaic of your beauty. Strengthen us with your 

steadfast love and transform our despairing  

fatigue into hope-filled action. Under the shadow 

of your wings, as we now gather, may we find 

rest and strength, renewal, and hope. We ask this, 

inspired by the example of your disciple, Martin 

Luther King, Jr., and in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Processional Hymn  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Heavenly Father, you desire us to co-create with 

you the Beloved Community which looks to the 

common good; privileges all equally, and creates 

societal systems which celebrate the humanity 

and the gifts of all. 

And yet we focus on our differences, envy each  

other’s gifts, and devalue manifestations of you 

that are not like our own. 
 

We allow the voices of brothers and sisters who 

do not look like us, love like us, or worship like 

us, to be silenced. 

We have told them to wait for freedom, justice, 

and equality. 

We have kept silent ourselves in the face of their 

struggle for full human life. 
 

Our appalling silence, like hateful words and 

actions, follows the path of oppression. 
 

You have called us to be drum majors for justice, 

peace, and righteousness, 

Yet the work of peace and justice overwhelms 

us at times and we give in to weariness,  

discouragement, and bitterness. 
 

Instead of working with you to build the Beloved 

Community, 

We continue to live with hatred, racism,  

violence, and injustice. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Sisters and brothers, God has not given up on us. 

He is at work in us and with us! In Christ our 

slow action, our silence, and our weariness is  

forgiven. In the Holy Spirit we are invited and 

empowered anew to work together to create with 

God the Beloved Community. Amen. 
 

Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 
Kyrie eleison: Lord have mercy. 

Christe eleison: Christ have mercy. 

Kyrie eleison: Lord have mercy. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Reading    Jonah 3.1-5, 10 
 

Alleluia Verse 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

Gospel         Mark 1.14-20 
 

Alleluia Verse 
 

Sermon          Gary A. Grindeland 
 

Hymn of the Day 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 

Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he 

rose again. He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the  

Father. He will come again to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the  

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Litany of Commitment 
We can now sit on the front seat of buses, at the  

counters of diners, and enroll at state universities. 

But, we still have work to do! 
 

We can now register to vote, go to integrated 

schools, and drink from common water fountains. 

But, we still have work to do! 
 

We can now shop in stores on the main street, 

prosecute for hate crimes, and demand action for 

acts of injustice. 

But, we still have work to do. 
 

Our children can run and play on playgrounds in 

our neighborhoods regardless of color and  

economic background. 

But, we still have work to do! 
 

Let us commit our lives to the work begun by our  

ancestors and those who went before us,  

especially Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. It will not 

be easy, but God will sustain us! 

We will Remember...we will Celebrate...but 

most importantly, we will Act! We still have 

work to do! 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and  

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all 

nations; in the waters of the Jordan you  

proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the  

miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your 

glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Agnus Dei 
 

Communion Hymn 
 

Post Communion Blessing 
 

 
 


