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Teach
My Faith Story
Ask kids to respond to the Big Question: Why does God let us all fight so much?

Then share a part of your own faith story using the suggestion below or another way to share about conflict and conflict resolution.

Share a time in your life when you found yourself in disagreement with someone you cared about. Maybe it was a family member or a friend or a member of the congregation. What issue or topic did you disagree about? What was at stake for you in the conflict? How long did you and this other person disagree? Was it painful for you to be at odds with someone you cared about? Were you able to resolve the conflict? If so, how did the resolution come about? Did you find an agreeable compromise?


Open the Bible
Have students turn in their Bibles to 1 Kings 11. Select one person to read verses 1–4 to set the scene for what was about to happen, another person to read verses 9–10, and another person to read verses 11–13 to discover God's response to Solomon. Because of Solomon's unfaithfulness to God and the unfaithfulness of the people, God warned that the once-united kingdom of Israel would split apart and come to an end. When Solomon died, most of his kingdom was ruled by someone other than his son, as God had said would happen if Solomon did not stop worshipping idols.
• What did Solomon do to upset God, and what was God's response to Solomon?
• Why do you think God chose to remove the kingdom not from Solomon, but from his son Rehoboam?
• Why do you think Rehoboam was punished for the sin of his father?
• Even though God punished Solomon and Rehoboam, what was the promise God made to them? Why did God offer this silver lining?
• Would you say that Solomon was a good king or a bad king?

Lutheran Study Bible pages 2102, 2105. The map "The Twelve Tribes of Israel" shows where the original tribes (sons of Jacob) settled, and the map "The Kingdoms of Israel and Judah" shows the split kingdom. You will note that the Northern Kingdom, Israel, had a lot more territory than the Southern Kingdom, Judah. In which kingdom is Jerusalem, the religious center? The thing that unified the 12 tribes was the common worship of the one God, and that worship was centered in Jerusalem. Without that religious tie, the kings and the kingdom could not last. As the people strayed from faithfulness to God, things went from bad to worse. The nation split and became prey to stronger nations nearby.

Have students read 1 Kings 12:1–14. Solomon had imposed high taxes and slave labor on the people of Israel. After Solomon died, Jeroboam asked King Rehoboam to "lighten the yoke" placed on his people. Rehoboam refused. This strategy was perhaps the last straw. The ten northern tribes split off and formed their own kingdom. They chose Jeroboam as king of the Northern Kingdom, Israel. Rehoboam was left with the Southern Kingdom, Judah. Once Israel had established a worship center in the Northern Kingdom, there was no longer a need for the people to travel to Judah for worship in Jerusalem.

The kings who followed often refused to obey God's law and were unfaithful to God. We have an example of two kings of Judah in 2 Chronicles 33. For almost all of his reign, Manasseh was one of the least God-fearing kings. Read 2 Chronicles 33:1–20. Manasseh desecrated the temple and practiced human sacrifice. The people he ruled were more evil than ever before. But at one point, the king had a change of heart; perhaps he was sincere or perhaps he feared for his life. Despite what he had done before, God was willing to forgive him and restore him to the throne in Jerusalem. What does this tell you about God and God's grace? While God punishes evil and unfaithfulness, God also forgives and restores. The prophets of the Old Testament warned the people that their punishment for unfaithfulness would be to be captured and exiled by their enemies. But God would forgive them and lead them back to Jerusalem where they could once again be a shining light to other nations.


Open the Catechism
Reflecting on today's Bible story, what were the Israelites and their kings, the people of God, tempted to do? What evil resulted? Make a list. What tempts you? Get some concrete examples from the students. Why doesn't God just take away all temptation from us?

Here We Stand Student Book page 304: Invite students to read together the seventh petition of the Lord's Prayer. In their own words, have students tell you what we ask for in this petition. We are asking God to watch over us so that we don't get lured into temptations that can result in our being unfaithful to God. God doesn't remove temptations from our lives, but God gives us what we need when we are tempted—grace. God takes us as we are, sinners who don't always resist temptation, and forgives us, time and time again. That grace of God we receive in God's word and the sacraments. When we are weak, God's word makes us strong and able to overcome all the temptations we face.


Quiz Show
Host a quick quiz show to review what you've covered in the lesson so far. Project the PowerPoint slides where your contestants and other students can easily view the questions and answers. Form the class into two teams. Take turns asking the true or false questions to each team. Team members can briefly discuss a question before presenting their answer. If the answer is false, the team has to say why it is false. If the answer is correct, they earn a point; if they give the correct reason a statement is false, they earn a second point. If a team's answer is incorrect, no points are awarded and the other team is asked a new question. The team with the most points at the end is the winner.

1. Solomon was the only king of the kingdom when it was united. (False; David and Saul both ruled over Israel and Judah prior to Solomon.)

2. Solomon only had one wife. (False; he had more than 1,000 wives.)

3. God removed Solomon from power once Solomon built statues for other gods. (False; Solomon died while still king.)

4. God allowed Jeroboam to be king of both Judah and Israel. (False; Jeroboam ruled the 10 tribes of Israel. Rehoboam ruled in Judah.)

5. Rehoboam was allowed to be king of Israel because of the faithfulness of his grandfather Abraham. (False; his grandfather was King David.)

6. In the Bible, God never punishes people for wrongdoing. (False; one example of God's punishment is the punishment of Solomon and his family for Solomon's idolatry.)

7. Because God always forgives us, we should not worry about being accountable for our actions. (False; our actions matter to God because God's people matter to God; being faithful means trying to avoid sin.)

8. We should never question leaders because we know that they are always doing God's will. (False; Solomon's actions displeased God. There are many instances in history when leaders have made mistakes.)


Take a Break
Take a break to enjoy several kinds of cookies or dessert bars. Either provide cookies of obviously different sizes or cut bars into various sizes so that some students get much smaller pieces than others. See if any disputes arise over the uneven distribution of the treats. When that happens, ask for ways to resolve the conflict. Have enough for everyone to enjoy once the problem is solved. (Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for kids with food allergies.)


