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Sheep and Goats

Bible Text: Matthew 25:31–46
Lesson Focus: Jesus expects us to care for one another.
Big Question: Am I too young to be able to help?
Key Words: ACCOMPANIMENT, JUDGMENT, RIGHTEOUSNESS

Prepare
Quick Prep
• Jesus tells about the final judgment.
• In this passage, Jesus fulfills scripture by speaking in parables and by proclaiming "what [had] been hidden from the foundation of the world" (Matthew 13:35).
• Righteousness is made not of religious status or piety but of seeking and serving God's reign.
• Jesus says that the day of judgment will come, but that we are not to judge.
• Jesus' promise "I am with you always, to the end of the age" (Matthew 28:20) means that we have the opportunity to meet and serve Jesus—giving food, drink, welcome, clothing, care, and presence to all in need.
• Accompaniment is "walking together in a solidarity that practices interdependence and mutuality."


Deep Prep
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus speaks five major discourses (chapters 5–7, 10, 13, 17, and 24–25). The last is about the end of the present age and God's coming reign, including the final judgment, which is the focus of 25:31–46. Matthew understands Jesus as the fulfillment both of scripture and of the promise of one who would come to accomplish God's will. This text doubly exemplifies the fulfillment of scripture. Jesus speaking in parables is a fulfillment of scripture (Matthew 13:35, referring to Psalm 78:2). Jesus does exactly that, fulfilling his own words in the parable of the sheep and the goats. The king reveals "what has been hidden from the foundation of the world" (Matthew 13:35), namely, that the righteous are the true inheritors of the reign of God. Righteousness is made not of religious status or piety, but of seeking and serving God's reign.

In Matthew, Jesus makes it clear that the coming day of judgment will be intolerable. On the day of judgment, there will be an accounting. Some will be condemned. At the same time, Jesus makes it clear that we are not to judge; in judging others we risk being subject to the judgments we make of them. At the end of the age, angels and Jesus himself will separate the evil from the righteous. We, like Jesus' first disciples, may wonder "when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" (Matthew 24:3). The time is uncertain, but Jesus promises, "I am with you always, to the end of the age" (Matthew 28:20). Jesus' presence with us means that we have the opportunity to meet and serve Jesus—giving food, drink, welcome, clothing, care, and presence to all in need. The promise of Jesus' presence is an invitation and a promise that we can participate in God's reign.

Dorothy Day was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1897. In 1933, with the encouragement of former priest and friend Peter Maurin, Day founded The Catholic Worker, then an eight-page monthly newspaper dedicated to changing society. In less than a year, the circulation was 100,000. Readers came to Day and Maurin interested in helping put the newspaper's ideas into practice. Homeless people in New York took seriously the paper's emphasis on the Christian hospitality that Jesus teaches in the story of the sheep and the goats. Day, Maurin, and others publishing The Catholic Worker began by renting an apartment, which housed 10 women. So began the Catholic Worker Movement. Three years later, there were 33 Catholic Worker houses across the nation in both urban and rural locations. Alive to this day, the Catholic Worker Movement has suffered persecution for following Jesus, particularly for its nonjudgmental, inclusive hospitality to those in need and for its pacifism. Dorothy Day wrote, "We are on the side of the poor. And who would not want to be?"

"Accompaniment" is a practice North American churches first learned in partnership with churches in Central and South America. Contrary to models of mission that see wealthy churches and their members as giving aid to poorer churches and fellow members of the body of Christ, accompaniment recognizes and respects the contributions of all. Relationship is the primary emphasis. "We understand accompaniment as walking together in a solidarity that practices interdependence and mutuality. The basis for this accompaniment, or what the New Testament calls koinonia, is found in the God-human relationship in which God accompanies us in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit" (Global Mission in the Twenty-first Century: A Vision of Evangelical Faithfulness in God's Mission, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Division for Global Mission). Accompaniment takes seriously Jesus' teaching in Matthew 25 as a basis for missional relationship. One form accompaniment takes for members of the ELCA is the companion synod program. Synods and their member congregations pair with a synod, diocese, or congregation in Africa, Latin America, Asia, Eastern Europe, or the Middle East to strengthen one another in faith and mission through mutual prayer, exchange visits, and sharing of gifts.


Adolescent Connection
Am I too young to be able to help?

Youth are caring by nature. Ask any youth who has been on a mission trip, helped a family in crisis, or done yard work for a neighbor, and she or he will tell you it was a life-changing experience. Helping others is a sure way to grow in faith, and youth want to make a difference in the world. They are hungering to help. Providing youth with opportunities to do for others is the best teaching method available, because it is in the doing that real learning happens. Simply preaching to care for others may get yawns and eye rolling, but getting in there—down and dirty—makes this scripture come to life. Lasting relationships are built as youth take these important steps on their faith journey together.


Baptismal Connection
In the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism, a five-part question addresses each confirmand's intent to continue in the covenant God made with them in Holy Baptism. Here We Stand resources help students—with support from parents, leaders, and the entire congregation—prepare to answer this question as they continue in their lifelong faith journey.

Today's lesson focuses on "to live among God's faithful people" (Lutheran Book of Worship, page 201; Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 236).

In the story of the sheep and goats, the message is clear about how we are to live in the world. Jesus tells us that whatever we do to others, we do to him. Jesus' presence with us means that we have the opportunity to meet and serve Jesus—giving food, drink, welcome, clothing, care, and presence to all who need. The promise of Jesus' presence is an invitation and a promise that we can participate in God's reign. Youth are caring by nature and want to serve if asked and given the opportunity.


