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Jesus Calls the First Disciples

Bible Text: Mark 1:14–20; Luke 5:1–11
Lesson Focus:  With the miraculous catch of fish, Jesus called ordinary people, just like us, to be disciples. 
Big Question: I'm just a kid—what can I do that's important enough to be a disciple?
Key Words:  MIRACLE, DISCIPLE, ORDINARY, FAITH 

Prepare
Quick Prep
• Shortly after beginning his public ministry of teaching and healing, Jesus called his first disciples, the fishermen Simon, James, and John.
• From the start, Jesus called ordinary people to follow him. It is a clear sign that Jesus will use people from many folds for the good of his kingdom.
• The miracles of Jesus were signs that God is powerful and loving. They got people's attention and opened their hearts to receive the good news of God's kingdom.
• The call of Jesus is absolute, disrupting the lives of potential recruits. It is a call to make changes in our lives, to think differently, and, most of all, to live differently.
• Jesus calls us out of our old lives and into the new.


Deep Prep
Shortly after beginning his public ministry of teaching and healing, Jesus called his first disciples to follow him. Luke records the three—Simon, James, and John—as fisherman, a laboring-class role in society.

The miracles that Jesus performs impress and even astound, but seldom are they the focus of the story. What goes on around the marvels Jesus carries out tells more about who Jesus is and what his life and ministry are about than do the miracles themselves.

This miracle story is no different. The abundance of fish in Simon's nets illustrates that Jesus is no ordinary man, and those who follow are not called because Jesus is able to perform miracles. The miraculous catch of fish is a precursor of what is to come. Jesus will call his disciples away from the seas and to him.

The good news of this Gospel story shines through vividly: Christ does not come to earth seeking out the powerful or the wealthy. For the first disciples, Jesus selects common laboring folk whose clothes probably smell at the end of a long day's work. They are ordinary people, yet they are the ones Jesus chooses as his own. It is a sign that the kingdom will be different: it is for all people, not just for the elite. The values of the world are not shared by Jesus; he will bring something new.

The first disciples who were called to follow Jesus certainly knew toil, but now they would work even harder. For these first disciples, as well as for us, following Christ would not be easy. The enormous catch of fish was a reward, but it also meant more work. Responding to Jesus' call has never been about a promise of an easy life. The first disciples chosen were blessed to follow and yet they were in a complicated position. They left behind the only life they have known. To serve God often means turning life on its ear.

The everyday tasks of living were difficult enough for those members of fishing families in New Testament times. Fishers were low-income laborers. They were forced to lease fishing rights from toll collectors for a percentage of the catch ranging as high as 40 percent (Malina, Bruce J., and Richard L. Rohrbaugh, Social Science Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels, 1992: Augsburg Fortress. page 314). The family unit was the primary economic source, so when Jesus calls Simon and the sons of Zebedee, the impact of their leaving to follow Jesus goes beyond their three lives. Where is the story of Mrs. Zebedee? What will her sons' new vocation mean for the family business and for her life?

These first disciples come from a low social ranking. Yet it is among such vulnerable, ordinary people that God's empire is first manifested. It is a clear sign that Jesus will use people from many folds for the good of his kingdom.

Have you ever overheard kids wishing they were older? Many of us, when we are older, wish we were younger again. What young people don't always understand is that being a grown-up means you have to do grown-up stuff—get a job, plunge the toilet, pay bills, deal with sick kids, and so forth. Being a grown-up has its advantages, but it is certainly not without its challenges.

There's a line from an old hymn: "I have decided to follow Jesus . . . no turning back, no turning back." Maybe following Jesus is a bit like being a grown-up: there are perks, but it's a lot of hard work for the cause! Ordinary people are called to do great things: to live differently, to follow Jesus in his struggle to overturn the existing orders of power and privilege, and to live with the love of God as our center. Despite Christ's example, we often naturally lift up the same folks that society does. Our challenge, and Jesus' way, is to reach out to people no matter their social or economic standing.

The call of Jesus is absolute, disrupting the lives of potential recruits. It is a call to make changes in our lives, to think differently, and, most of all, to live differently. These marginal fishermen show us the way. Peter, James, John—and each of us—are disciples of Jesus Christ because of the power of the Word to call us out of our old lives and into the new, a call we need to hear daily.


Adolescent Connection
I'm just a kid—what can I do that's important enough to be a disciple?

Jesus called ordinary fishermen to be his disciples. A great learning from this scripture is that youth get the call to follow Jesus just as they are. They do not have to become something, or someone, else. For some youth, this is a revelation. What they do once they have made the choice to follow Jesus is another matter. Knowing that Jesus called ordinary people who were sinners to be his followers may help youth to realize that Jesus calls them as well. Jesus can change their lives as he changed Peter's life. Knowing that they do not have to be perfect to follow Jesus is a great help to them in accepting Jesus' call to lead them to a new way of living. As youth are forming a faithful response to Jesus' call, it can be very encouraging to them to know that they do not have to start out perfect.


Baptismal Connection
In the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism, a five-part question addresses each confirmand's intent to continue in the covenant God made with them in Holy Baptism. Here We Stand resources help students—with support from parents, leaders, and the entire congregation—prepare to answer this question as they continue in their lifelong faith journey.

Today's lesson focuses on the clause "to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed." (Lutheran Book of Worship, page 201; Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 236).

Jesus called disciples to follow him because Jesus wanted to spread his message to them and through them. We are also called to be disciples of Jesus and to spread the good news to those around us. We can do this through our actions, our words, and even just being in confirmation. As a leader of confirmation students, you are proclaiming "the good news of God in Christ through word and deed." In this lesson, you are teaching your students to spread this good news as well.


